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According to the Red Cross, if a fire starts in a home, you may have as little as two
minutes to escape. During a fire, early warning from a working smoke alarm plus a fire
escape plan that has been practiced regularly can save lives. Read the issue and answer
True or False to the questions below.

1. The three essential items to keep by your bedside are your eyeglasses, a whistle and a 
telephone.     T      F

2. Unsafe smoking habits lead the cause of fire deaths among older Americans.     T      F

3. Cooking is the third leading cause of fire deaths.     T      F

4. The best way to put a grease fire out is by throwing water on it.     T      F

5. Older people are more likely to be scalded by hot water because their skin is thinner 
and less sensitive.     T      F

6. Special fire warning devices are available, such as smoke alarms with a vibrating pad 
or flashing light for the deaf and hard of hearing.     T      F

7. If the house is cold, it is safe to use a cook stove to warm the house.     T      F

8. It’s important to treat burns quickly so they don’t get infected or form a scar.     T     F

9. Seniors who live alone are at risk for fire death and injuries because they have no one 
to help them put out or escape from a fire.     T       F 

10. Alzheimer’s disease and dementia do not impair a person’s vision, depth perception, 
hearing, sense of smell and sensation to heat.     T      F


